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EXECUTIVE 
The chief official in the executive branch is the Governor who is elected by the voters for a 
four-year term, with two consecutive terms allowed.  The Governor proposes new programs 
and laws for the state, proposes a state budget for the legislature to consider, vetoes 
legislation and appoints members of many of the boards in state government. 
In addition to the Governor, Georgia’s Constitution provides for several constitutional officers 
(listed below) who are the heads of executive departments and are elected directly by the 
voters for four-year terms.  The authority for the offices of these officials is established in the 
State Constitution.  
 
Governor: Nathan Deal, Republican 
The Governor proposes new programs and laws for the state, proposes a state budget for 
the legislature to consider, vetoes legislation and appoints members of many of the boards in 
state government. 
 
Lieutenant Governor: Casey Cagle, Republican 
Under the Georgia Constitution, the Lieutenant Governor presides over the State Senate and 
performs other duties assigned to him by the Governor. 
 
Georgia Department of Agriculture: Gary Black 
 
Attorney General: Samuel S. Olens 
  
Georgia Insurance and Safety Fire Commissioner: Ralph Hudgens 
  
Georgia Department of Labor: Mark Butler 
  
Public Service Commissioner: Tim Echols 
 
Secretary of State: Brian Kemp  
 
State School Superintendent: John D. Barge 
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LEGISLATIVE 
The Georgia General Assembly, the formal title of the legislature, was formed in 1777 and is 
older than the United States Congress.  At the time of its origin, the legislature consisted of a 
single house, but in 1789 it became a bicameral body, consisting of a House of 
Representatives and a Senate. 
 
The House of Representatives and Senate operate with similar powers, except that 
appropriation bills must originate in the House, while confirmation of the Governor’s 
appointments rests with the Senate.  The concurrence of both bodies is necessary before any 
bill may become a law. 
 
The House of Representatives has 180 members and the Senate has 56.  Two-year terms of 
office apply to both houses, and the entire membership of each body is elected at the same 
time. 
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JUDICIAL 
The Judicial Branch of state government consists of courts of limited, general and appellate 
jurisdiction.  
 
Courts of limited jurisdiction generally hear less serious cases.  In this category are:  (1) 
magistrate courts, which issue search warrants, try violations of county ordinances and hear 
civil suits under $15,000; (2) probate courts, which probate wills, administer estates and in 
some counties handle traffic cases; (3) state courts of counties, which hear civil cases and 
misdemeanor criminal cases and (4) juvenile courts, which hear cases involving youths under 
seventeen.  
 
The basic trial court with general jurisdiction for hearing cases involving state law is the 
superior court.  Here, any civil or criminal case may be tried and all felonies must be tried.  The 
legislature has divided Georgia into forty-eight superior court circuits, with each circuit 
containing from one to eight counties and served by one or more judges. 
 
Georgia’s two major courts of appellate jurisdiction are the Court of Appeals and the Supreme 
Court.  These courts do not try cases, but hear appeals from lower courts. 
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Project Vote Smart  www.votesmart.org 
 

 
 
This web-based tool allows you to do many different things: 

 Look up your legislators 

 Find background information such as 
o Biographical, voting records, issue positions, endorsements 

 Contact information for all legislators  
  

http://www.votesmart.org/
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Ten Tips to Effective Advocacy 
Every issue is different. Every public official is different. Yet there are a few universal 
principles for presenting your case to public officials. These apply to all advocacy efforts. 
 

1. Be informed. Do your homework. Learn as much as you can about your issues. Be 
ready to explain how a law or policy affects you, your family, and your neighborhood. 
Know, too, what the opposition's arguments will be. Be ready for questions and have 
as many answers as you can. If you are in doubt, "I don't know, but I will find out," is 
a very good answer. 
 

2. Tell the truth. You only get one shot at credibility. If you lose it, you lose forever. 
Don't stretch, embellish, or fudge on information. Don't fake it. You can always give 
the person accurate information later. If you promise someone information, get back 
to that person soon. This also gives you another chance for a meeting or phone 
conversation. 

 
3. Always thank people who help. Even if you did all the work, always thank a public 

official who helped in any way. Everyone likes recognition. For you, getting the job 
done is what really matters. It does not matter who gets the credit. 

 
4. Know how the process works. You can get information from the state capitol on how 

the legislative process works. City councils, school boards, and other decision-making 
bodies have guidelines on how you get information to their members. 

 
5. Get to know your representatives and the people who work for them. Like anyone 

else, decision-makers relate best to people they know. The more often a person sees 
you, the more likely that person will be listening to you. The friendlier you are at each 
visit, the more likely that the person will be to remember your issues. Don't neglect the 
decision-maker's staff. Especially in the Legislature and Congress, staff are often the 
most informed and influential. 

 
6. Keep it simple. Think your position through before you talk to an elected official. Have 

it down to the simplest and shortest information possible. Most decision-makers admit 
that they are one-page people. One page of well-put facts will do you more good than 
all the scientific studies on earth. Be specific about what you want. A general plea for 
more money or equal rights might be ignored. A specific request for achievable goal 
is more likely to gain attention and support. 

 
7. Know your bottom line. Often you will ask for more than you can possibly get. This 

is good strategy but you need to know what you absolutely must have. Be ready to 
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compromise. When you have an agreement, get a commitment. Confirm your 
understanding of the agreement with a written note of thanks. 

 
8. Know when to quit. Sometimes you aren't going to get any more than you have. If 

you "over lobby" your points, you may make an enemy that will outlast all your future 
efforts. Don't burn bridges! Even if you are angry, it won't do you any good to show 
that anger to a decision-maker. 

 
9. Know your supporters and your opponents. You can work with other people or 

groups who share your concerns. The work will be twice as easy and twice as 
effective. You also need to know who opposes your point of view. Keep track of the 
information they are giving so you can prepare to counter it. Know which decision-
makers are on your side-and which ones you will never convince. Don't waste time on 
the inconvincible. 

 
10. Follow up. Lobbying is never a one-time thing. You need to revisit, call again, go to 

meetings, and write. Above all, never take anything for granted. Some decision-
makers will be friends on one issue and then violently oppose you on another. You 
can't assume their support, or their knowledge, of your issues. A decision-maker that 
usually opposes you may suddenly decide to support you. This may happen if your 
issue appeals to the decision-maker or to his/her constituents. 
 

On the next page, please see an example of a sample letter…  
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Return Address 
 
 
 
 
Date 
 
Heading 
 
 
 
Salutation 
Introduce yourself 
and state your 
purpose 
 
Explain why you are 
making this request.  
 
Make a connection to 
his/her constituency 
through a personal 
story or any facts or 
figures available. 
 
Restate your 
request, and ask 
him/her to follow-up. 
 
 
 
Thank the legislator 
for his/her time.  
 
 
Sign off 

Your Name 
Address 
City, State, Zip Code 
Phone number 
 
[insert date] 
 
The Honorable [insert full name] 
Address 
City, State, Zip Code 
 
Dear Representative [or Senator] [insert last name]: 
As a resident of Athens, and a recipient of Social Security, I am writing to ask for your 
support of H.R. 4653. This bill would authorize a one-time payment of $250 to Social 
Security and Supplemental Security Income beneficiaries.  
 
The 2010 Census indicated that poverty rates are rising, and the group that has seen 
the highest increase are those who are 65 years and older.  
 
I am a 71 year old woman and Social Security is an important part of my life. Each 
month, I receive a check for $856. This check is all I have to survive on, as I am on 
my own. Some months, I have to choose between purchasing medication or food.  
 
If passed, this legislation will affect me and many of my neighbors. Athens-Clarke 
County has consistently been named as one of the poorest counties in the country, 
and there are many others in my area who receive these important benefits.  
 
More than 19% of Athens-Clarke County residents are beneficiaries of Social Security.  
 
I urge you to support this important legislation. Investing in Social Security will keep 
many older people out of poverty. I would appreciate a written reply that states how 
you voted on this issue.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. [Your ongoing support of positive Social 
Security policies is greatly appreciated!] 
 
 
Sincerely,  
[Your name] 
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YOUR LOCAL LEGISLATORS 
 
GOVERNOR 
 

Nathan Deal 
Email: http://www.dealinaugural.com/contact.php 
http://www.nathandeal.org/ 
P.O. Box 420075 
Atlanta, GA 30342 
404.681.4717 (office) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LIUTENANT GOVERNOR 

 
Casey Cagle 
casey@caseycagle.com 
http://caseycagle.com/ 
3301 Buckeye Road 
Suite 209 
Atlanta, GA 30341 
770.458.7605 (office) 
770.458.7628 (fax) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dealinaugural.com/contact.php
http://www.nathandeal.org/
mailto:casey@caseycagle.com
http://caseycagle.com/
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GEORGIA STATE SENATE 
 

Bill Cowsert 
Clarke, Oconee, Walton counties—District 46 
bill.cowsert@senate.ga.gov 
www.billcowsert.com 
P.O. Box 512  
Athens, GA 30603 
706.543.7700 (office) 
706.543.7731 (fax) 
 

 
Frank Ginn 
Clarke, Oconee, Walton counties—District 47 
frank.ginn@senate.ga.gov 
Danielsville, GA 30633 
706.680.4466 (office) 
404.657.3248 (fax) 

 
 
 
 
GEORGIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Rep. Tom Kirby 
Barrow/Walton Counties—District 114 
tom.kirby@house.ga.gov 
P.O. Box 1416  
Loganville, GA 30052 
404.656.0177 (office) 
404.651.8086 (fax) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bill.cowsert@senate.ga.gov
http://www.billcowsert.com/
mailto:tom.kirby@house.ga.gov
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Rep. Bruce Williamson 
Walton County—District 115 
bruce.williamson@house.ga.gov 
PO Box 430 
Monroe, GA 30655 
770.267.2566 (office) 
 
 
 
 
 
Rep. Terry England  
Barrow County – District 116 
englandhomeport2@windstream.net 
245 State Capitol  
Atlanta, GA 30334 
404.463.2247 (office) 

 
 
 
 

 
Rep. Regina Quick 
Barrow, Clarke, Jackson counties – District 117 
regina.quick@house.ga.gov 
150 East Washington Street  
Athens, GA 30601 
404.656.0220 (office) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bruce.williamson@house.ga.gov
mailto:englandhomeport2@windstream.net
mailto:regina.quick@house.ga.gov
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Rep. Spencer Frye 
Clarke County– District 118 
spencer.frye@house.ga.gov 
PO Box 8101  
Athens, GA 30603 
404.656.0265 (office) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Rep. Chuck Williams 
Clarke and Oconee counties – District 119 
chuck.williams@house.ga.gov 
PO Box 1365  
Watkinsville, GA 30677 
404.656.0254 (office) 

 
 
 
 
Your National Legislators  
U.S. SENATE 
 

Saxby Chambliss 
Email: chambliss.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=Email 
www.chambliss.senate.gov 
416 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
202.224.3521 (office) 
202.224.0103 
 
Local Address 
100 Galleria Parkway 
Suite 1340 
Atlanta, GA 30339 
770.763.9090 (office) 
770.226.8633 (fax) 

mailto:spencer.frye@house.ga.gov
mailto:chuck.williams@house.ga.gov
http://chambliss.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=Email
http://www.chambliss.senate.gov/
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Johnny Isakson 
Email: http://isakson.senate.gov/contact.cfm 
www.isakson.senate.gov/ 
120 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
202.224.3643 (office) 
202.228.0724 (fax) 
 
Local Address 
One Overton Park, Suite 970  
3625 Cumberland Blvd 
Atlanta, GA 30339 
770.661.0999 (office) 
770.661.0768 (fax) 

 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENATIVES 

 
Congressman Paul Broun 
10th Congressional District of Georgia (includes Clarke) 
Email: http://broun.house.gov/Contact/zipauth.htm 
www.broun.house.gov 
325 Cannon House Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20515  
202.225.4101 (office) 
202.226.0776 (fax) 
 
Local Address 
3706 Atlanta Highway, Suite 3B  
Athens, GA 30606  
706.549.9588 (office) 
706.549.9590 (fax) 
 

  

http://isakson.senate.gov/contact.cfm
http://www.isakson.senate.gov/
http://broun.house.gov/Contact/zipauth.htm
http://www.broun.house.gov/
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IMPORTANT WEBSITES 
 
Athens Community Council on Aging  
www.accaging.org 
 
National Academy of Social Insurance 
www.nasi.org 
 
U.S. Senate 
www.senate.gov 
 
U.S. House of Representatives 
 www.house.gov  
 
Georgia General Assembly (State House of Representatives and State Senate) 
 www.legis.state.ga.us 
 
Project Vote Smart 
 www.votesmart.org  
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